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 DE&S SAFETY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL BULLETIN  
(SEB) 

Serial Number: 052 
 

Keeping our Safety and Environmental Practitioners informed 
 

Update to DE&S SAFETY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
LEAFLET 07/2013 – MANAGEMENT OF HAZARDOUS 

SUBSTANCES AND RESTRICTED MATERIALS – Addition of the 
Legal Position on the Disposal of Asbestos 

When it takes effect: Immediately 

Valid for: Until rescinded 

Point of contact: D ES EngSfty-QSEP SEP-Pol ATL 
DESEngSfty-QSEPSEP-Policy@mod.gov.uk  
Spruce 2c, MOD Abbey Wood #1260 

  

Description 
This SEB announces the update of S&EP Leaflet 07/2013 – Management of Hazardous Substances and 
Restricted Materials to Issue 1.5. The leaflet has been reviewed and updated. Issue 1.5 of this leaflet 
supersedes all previous versions with immediate effect. 
 
Headline changes are as follows: 
 

• Update to Fig. 2, a flow chart outlining the Defence Exemption process. 

• Addition of Fig. 4, a flow chart providing the process for the legally compliant disposal of asbestos-
containing (or suspected of containing asbestos) items or equipment in MOD ownership that has 
reached the end of its service life. This flow chart can also be found at Annex A of this SEB. 

• Addition of Fig. 5 with accompanying information on the Ozone Depleting Substance derogation 
application process  

• Removal of Annex E Preparation for Lead (Pb) Restriction. With UK REACH being in force and not 
EU REACH, there is no longer a requirement for the steps outlined to be followed. 

• Addition of new Annex E, which introduces a process of Alternative Means of Compliance against 
the policy requirement within JSP 515 HSIS for the management of Safety Data Sheets within 
MOD.  

 
The leaflet will be published on ASEMS as part of GMP00, it will also be available on Knowledge in 
Defence. 
   
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:DESEngSfty-QSEPSEP-Policy@mod.gov.uk
https://www.asems.mod.uk/guidance/safety-and-environmental-protection-leaflets
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Actions to be Taken 
1. [For cascading as appropriate] 

  
  
Released under the Authority of 
  
  
Paul Reason 
DES EngSfty QSEP SEP TL 
 
Annex: 
 
A. DE&S Legal Position on Disposals of Asbestos-Containing (or Suspected of Containing Asbestos) Items or 

Equipment in MOD Ownership that has Reached the End of its Service Life. 
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Annex A - DE&S Legal Position on Disposals of Asbestos-Containing (or Suspected 

of Containing Asbestos) Items or Equipment in MOD Ownership that has Reached 

the End of its Service Life 

Process Start

Is item to be kept within 
MOD legal ownership?

Yes

DTs must ensure that all safety 
and environmental information 

has been communicated.

No

Is the item to be sold
as a heritage vehicle?

Yes

HSE Heritage Vehicle Exemption 
required and QSEP to be 

informed.

No

Is the item being
sold or gifted to a museum?

Yes

HSE Museum Exemption 
Required and QSEP to be 

informed.

No

Is platform or asbestos 
item classified as waste?

Yes

Disposal of platform or asbestos 
item through licenced waste 

contractor.

No

Is placing the item or platform 
containing asbestos on the market 

in the  interests of UK Defence  
No

Yes

Item to be sold or gifted 
within EU?

No
UK REACH Defence Exemption 

required under Article 67.

Yes

UK REACH Defence Exemption 
required & EU Reach Defence 

Exemption required.

Information on HSE Heritage Vehicle 
Exemption can be found here.

Information on HSE Museum Exemption 
can be found here.

For any sales outside the UK, DE&S 
should ensure that all laws and 

regulations are adhered to in the 
recipient country.

Defence Exemption Applications requested for sales/gifting to another 
MOD are more likely to be granted. Those for third-party organisations 
would be on a case-by-case basis, but there has to be justification that 
the sale is in the interests of UK Defence. A Defence Exemption is not 
guaranteed, and without sufficient justification, will not be approved.

 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/assets/docs/heritage-vehicle-exemption-certificate.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/assets/docs/exemption-certificate.pdf
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/teams/2228/portals/hs/pages/Information%20Page.aspx?title=Registration,%20Evaluation,%20Authorisation%20of%20Chemicals%20%28UK%20REACH%29&itempath=https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/teams/2228/portals/hs&author=Fairhurst,%20Nathan%20Dr%20(DES%20EngSfty-QSEP%20HAZMAT-REACH)&cat=REACH%20and%20Hazardous%20materials&cat1=Hazardous%20Materials

