
DE&S Legal Position on Disposals of Asbestos-Containing (or Suspected of Containing) 
Items or Equipment in MOD Ownership That Has Reached Its End of Service Life  

 

Process Start

Is item to be kept within 
MOD legal ownership?

Yes

DTs must ensure that all safety 
and environmental information 

has been communicated.

No

Is the item to be sold
as a heritage vehicle?

Yes

HSE Heritage Vehicle Exemption 
required and QSEP to be 

informed.

No

Is the item being
sold or gifted to a museum?

Yes

HSE Museum Exemption 
Required and QSEP to be 

informed.

No

Is platform or asbestos 
item classified as waste?

Yes

Disposal of platform or asbestos 
item through licenced waste 

contractor.

No

Is placing the item or platform 
containing asbestos on the market 

in the  interests of UK Defence  
No

Yes

Item to be sold or gifted 
within EU?

No
UK REACH Defence Exemption 

required under Article 67.

Yes

UK REACH Defence Exemption 
required & EU Reach Defence 

Exemption required.

Information on HSE Heritage Vehicle 
Exemption can be found here.

Information on HSE Museum Exemption 
can be found here.

For any sales outside the UK, DE&S 
should ensure that all laws and 

regulations are adhered to in the 
recipient country.

Defence Exemption Applications requested for sales/gifting to another 
MOD are more likely to be granted. Those for third-party organisations 
would be on a case-by-case basis, but there has to be justification that 
the sale is in the interests of UK Defence. A Defence Exemption is not 
guaranteed, and without sufficient justification, will not be approved.

 

https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/assets/docs/heritage-vehicle-exemption-certificate.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/assets/docs/exemption-certificate.pdf
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/teams/2228/portals/hs/pages/Information%20Page.aspx?title=Registration,%20Evaluation,%20Authorisation%20of%20Chemicals%20%28UK%20REACH%29&itempath=https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/teams/2228/portals/hs&author=Fairhurst,%20Nathan%20Dr%20(DES%20EngSfty-QSEP%20HAZMAT-REACH)&cat=REACH%20and%20Hazardous%20materials&cat1=Hazardous%20Materials
https://www.hse.gov.uk/asbestos/assets/docs/heritage-vehicle-exemption-certificate.pdf
https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/teams/2228/portals/hs/pages/Information%20Page.aspx?title=Registration,%20Evaluation,%20Authorisation%20of%20Chemicals%20%28UK%20REACH%29&itempath=https://modgovuk.sharepoint.com/teams/2228/portals/hs&author=Fairhurst,%20Nathan%20Dr%20(DES%20EngSfty-QSEP%20HAZMAT-REACH)&cat=REACH%20and%20Hazardous%20materials&cat1=Hazardous%20Materials

